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Mr. G R A Y.

N‘ER. Gray’s parents were reputable citizens of
4. London. He was their fifth child, and the
only one of a numerous family that lived beyond in-

fancy. He was born in Cornhill, December 26, 1716,

’ He
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He was educated at Eton fchool, where he contraét-
ed a friendfhip with Mr. Horace Walpole, and Mr.
Richard Weft, fon to the Lord Chancellor of Ireland,

and grandfon by the mother’s fide to Bifhop Burnet.

Mr. Gray intended to apply to the ftudy of law;
but, being invited to gO abroad with Mr. Walpole,

this intention was laid afide, and never after refumed.

While he was abroad, a difference unhappily took
“place between him and Mr. Walpole, which how-
ever was afterwards made up- _But, having haftened
home, he found himfelf in circumftances which he
thought harfow, and With a mind unfit for the profe~ .
cution of 4 laborious and ative employment. He

therefore refided ruch at Cambridges and was. looked

upon by many of his cotemporaries, as an effeminate

conceited
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conceited being, with a great deal of learning, and very
fine talents. By fome, he was reprefented as a very
exalted foul. By the world in general he was thought
a referved, melancholy, proudman, of very fuperior
merit in poetry. His Elegy in a Country Church-
yard gained him more reputation than ever was gained
by a poem of that ﬁze./ It has indeed a folemnity of
refleion, a pathetic fenfibility of feeling, and a corre&
elegance Eof expreflicn, But it’ is not the intention of
this fketch to undertake a critical examination of his
poems, which will ever be read with pleafure and ad-
miration. Mr. Mafon has very ingenioufly defended

fome of his odes againft the charge of ob{curity, by
obferving, that we have a double pleafure in overcom-
ing a difficulty, and in contemplating excellence when
underftcod. We find that Mr. Gray began a tragedy
on the ftory of Agrippina, which was never fnifhed.
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"1n 1768, Mr. Gray was moft- agree’élbly“:furprife&,
by receiving a le'ttet" from the Duke of Gfi&ﬁdxi;.aea
quainting him of his-being appointed Profeffor of Mo-
dern Hiﬁory in the Univerﬁty of Cambridge,. an 6ffice
of about L. 400 per-annum. This was doubly atcept-
able to a man of Mr Gray’s independent fpirit, being
conferred without the. fmallelt folicitationy. or even.

knowledge.

Mr.'Gray feems to have éaﬂédﬂ his life in fludy, in
" compofition, and in the exercife of friendly and chari-
table offices. He died at Cambridge of the gout in his:
‘ﬁeﬁlach,' on the 31ft of/_]u]y 7L

“U MG had a great knowledje in Gothic Archi- -
. “tedhire, but hisy moft favourite fudy, for the lak fen

L. 3
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years of -his life, -was Natural I‘;“%Q"Yr in ,Lthe_kﬁ?w-
kdge of which he was excelled by few,

. "We fhall conclude this account with a chara&er éf
Mr. Gray, fent by the Rev. Mr. Temple, Redor of
Mamhead .in Devonthire, to Fames Boftwell, Efg;
which appeared in the London Magazine for .March

1772,

» «%¢ Perhaps he was the molt.learned man in Europe.

#¢ He was equally acquainted with the elegant and

~ 4¢ profound parts.of {cience, and that not fuperficially

4: but thoroughly. He knew.every branch of hiftory,
«¢* both natural and civil; had.read all the original
. Rl ‘hiftorians of England, France, and Italy; and was
#% a great antiquarian.‘ Crigicifxﬁ, metaphyfics, mo-
3¥f zals, pblitics, made a principal, part.of his plan of
" ‘ b2 “ s ftudy ;.
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¢« ftudy; voyages and travels of all forts were his

-

« favourite amufement; and he had a fine tafle in

"

¢ painting, prints, archite&ture, and gardening. With

-
-

fuch a fund of knowledge, his converfation muft
¢ have been equally inftru&ting and entertaining; but
“ he was alfo a-good man, a well-bred man, a man

¢ of virtue and humanity. There is no charattes

-

¢ without fome fpeck, fome imperfe@ion; and I think

¢ the. greatelt defect in his was an affeation in delica-
« ¢y, or rather effeminacy, and a vifible faftidioufnefs,
“ or contempt and difdain of his inferiors in {ciences
« He alfo had, in fome degree, that weaknefs which:
« difgufted Voltaire fo much in Mr. Congreve ; though
¢« he feemed to value others, chiefly a¢cording. to the
#_ progrefs they had made in.‘knowledge, yet he eould
¢ pot bear to be confidered himfelf merely.as a man
# of letters; and though withent birth, or fortune, or

il .
¢« flation,
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Ration, his defire was to be looked upon as a private

independent gentleman, who read for his amufe-

-ment. - Perhaps it may be faid, What fignifies fo

much knowledge, when it produced fo little? Is it

worth taking fo much pains to leave no memorial

but a few poems? But let it be confidered, that Mr.

Glfa_v was te others, at lcaft innocently employed ; -
to himfelf certainly beneficially. His time paffed a-

greeably; he was every day making fome new ac-
quifition in fcience ; ‘his mind was enlafged, his
heart foftened, his virtue firengthened ; the world
and mankind were fhewn to him without a matk;
and he was taught to confider every ‘thing as trifling,
and unworthy the attention of a wife man, éxcept

the purfuit of knewledge, and the pra&ice of virtae,

in that ftate wherein God hath placed us.”
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