T e e — . -

. e ﬁgamwz :
r

- — o — — ———— = —

.

———— —

f e R e e = =

g Sl

0

H
:
_.-

. .‘l--l **‘

-r

E—— e — —TE TR T

Lol@INE" 1Illlll

. k=
. ._I-.I-I

....__:_:
e

T e

N Hﬂﬁxu A . ua )
RN AN LRk
ﬁa...._.....#...‘........_...
C vy ,_.,._,_....,....,... :

e ke

—— e r e —i e

B e ———a e - —

= =il

AREBARGTRRERA

-m——

—_

T
#w._: _N_,”____m_z :._,_.;_ﬂ___:“: w_,__:__ __

o4 A .I-
: __u_*ﬁ,x_..,_.n TR ok

TANE PR A NTON
..—.......-hﬁ-ﬁm---. LA --...-:-.:---::-::::-:

—————— gL g T i Iilillir' .

-——
R . - . .. .. .

— w7 — o bl o el
PR . —_— -
- r. .

ol
-
[
.-
D -
e

-i-_------in------: l .-..p--.- ----!.--.------.-

1
_
-
-
-

s A o -1 T

AT . e aaea W, R et AR T

. ..|

-

__ﬁ_,___ﬁﬂ_.__..

f !Hrﬂ

..:..._.. ! .T..._...m. _......._.__...._“.._....‘...T ...;ﬂ

! :

ﬂ __,__

1
m .,*:

“"_

- —— s

- —— -

u.h.-‘.-__-.-l.n

i
E_n

___

_q_-—__
THHEITITIEN

:_._

[ —

-_“-_rﬂ

oy el

— — e hn e "

—— o ———— e " = s

———-t e

—_———

- — -

-

-

17
3

l

._s

..
wv.”
_ _._“

.lttll

i

1T -.-..-.':tlrw

———————

1
L]

:,.

———

- - .-

._
-
]

e R

A el e el

PR

SERARNEEE LSS NETER

CiuelsttelNERIgiMaaE

LT S N - i S D e R

"

= TR T R A I T Gl By e e e R R B T e, e W - Y

: .

1

—_— —m,  me—— g . drr— A —rm -

po=

1k

_ _p

11
!
w

E______ﬂ._
éfé

_________ _E_

I

i

__

il

|
Wl

- - ke mLar— - - —EE m

il

a i
.-r-‘-r-

[ ——

M T T ——

I-ll-llliill-lulntilnnullllll!i

- - gy

E ol L
i Ty
R T

o AN
B TC IR A N
. . . wl

O L I
Tl - g gl Sym .

-
L R . "

-r

)

T T T Y I L L
Y

du ullh

—_
i

...“_ _f. L a. .I .-.._' -._..n__...-_”.._.”.._*l” |._.r

Tt e

. o —
r

-
- p——

.||'|."|.|'g..-.1..1111;-qn-1llill

aw:?”d?}
R TR R
R

e R e e - C———T

e — T
I
= -

'

i N —

L i e T —
1

am i ey—le— — T

L e rom o e e sl - - - -

illllllllllllIlililllilllllill‘

[ —— e R

a -
- —1 . W AT - — L T —r—rT

o ke il

....-. " -_..--u-.-.- w -.-... RESENRNUCRINEAURIING

rom.elEr - = e B EpEm
Rl

-ll_-l-l-----l-m
L

[
e — T

aak |

LY LLLE S gl

=t

- rmLmrw
[

-y -

o
———
-

N 4;;,5?x¢

e iy

aar a

e
L]

i —

..... #IJI/J........J—..._. )
3 .
w.v *M - H
.H e,
AN | et
" ._ r.-.
L _ .
-l ~
_.. .
|3 #
- B
"" o
! f
1 ! [
-1 g
2 3
hl_ P
._.q“_ . - ¥
..w. -
-
4 ?,;..H
] S
- BY
! -~
’ “_. : .
. .P .L
] 1 o
l_ﬁ . o
[ K
.
__.....-.-
| |9

L S i

Ld”f.

Maria

1 .Adve.

L
£

L

v S Scalclicr

-

1799

14

shed April &

Lub!



THE

POETICAL WORKS

OF

THOMAS GRAY, LL.B.

Late Professor of Modern Languages and }iistary in the University of Cambridge:

WITH SOME ACCOUNT OF

HIS LIFE AND WRITINGS.

THE WHOLE
CAREFULLY REVISED; AND ILLUSTRATED BY NOTES.

TO WHICH ARE ANNEXED,

POEMS

ADDRESSED TO, AND IN MEMORY OF,

"MR. GRAY ;

SEVERAL OF WHICH WERE NEVER BEFORE COLLECTED.

SECOND EDITION,

CONSIDERABLY ENLARGED AND IMPROVED.

LONDON:

PRINTED BY C. WHITTINGHAM,
Dean Street, Fetter Lane .

FOR T.N. LONGMAN AND O.. REES; F. AND C. RIVINGTON ; W. J. AND
J. RICHARDSON; W. OTRIDGE AND SON; J. SCATCHERD; VERNOR
AND HOOD ; H. D, SYMONDS ; T. HURST; J. MAWMAN ; J. NUNN ;
E. LLOYD; JORDAN HOOKHAM ; AND R. LEA.

1800.



€ntered at Dtationers Hail.



T T b BT QTR T
r - . .

CONTENTS.

[The Articles marked thus * have never appeared in any other
| Collection of Mr. Gray’s Works.]

o Page
ODE on the Spring ....ccceeviivvviiiivveivennns 3
On the Death of a favourite Cat......coeeevee. 7T
Ona distant Prospect of Eton College ...... 10

To Adversity ....... PR A
The Progress of Poesy ........c.cccoevvveiveee eeee 20
The Bard ..... ............... PR 1
Ode for Music ...... Ceerenens Crereerirerettatnteraane 49
The Fatal Sisters ....... cerereaens Y 1 -
The Descent of Odin ........ creeeemriessinnneeses 61
* A literal Version of the original Poem of
“which the foregoing is an Imitation ...... 68
The Triumphs of Owen ......cocvvveeeiveieeerees T2
* A Prose Version of the Original ............... ib.
The Death of Hoel ...... P PRSP ¢
A Long Story ... cevreanitenss .. 8

Elegy written in a Country Church-Yard 88




1v

SUPPLEMENT :

Comprising the Posthumous Poems and Fragments of
MR. GRAY.

OQde on the Pleasure arising frem Viciflitude 103

An imitation from the Gododin .....ceeennuene 109

Translation of a passage from Statius ......... 110

Fragment of a Latin Poem on the Gaurus 112

% Translation of the same ........ccoveetee. e eens 116
" Qde written in the Album of the Grande

- Chartreuse ........... retreeeetseenseraseranarenes 119

* Imitations of the same in English ..... ... 120, 121
* Hymeneal, on the Marriage ot the Prince

Oof Wales cvvrit i cvenas 123
~Sapphic Ode to Mr. West ...........cce .o, . 127
 Ad C. Favonium Zephyrinum ..... ......oo.. - 130
 To-Mr. West, from Genoa ......ccceccvvcnnnnns 132
~Alcaic Fragment ............ooi, ceveeeeaes ib.
Elegiac Verses on the Plains of Trebia ...... 133
Farewell to Florence ..coooviiiiiiiieiiiinninnns ib.

Imitation of a Sonnet of Buondelmonte ... 134

.~ Part of an Heroic Epistle from Sophonisba

£0 M asSINISSA .vveveness veesenes ver seve eesnenens . 135



Vv

Fragments of 2 Poem de Principiis Cogitandi 138
The Flrst Scene of a Tl agedy ....covuviinnennn, 150

Stanzas to Mr. Bentley .......coovivovmvioin. 178
FSONG it 180
The Enquiry ............ e v ereee e en e, 181
* Tophet. An Epigram ................__ 182

Impromptu, suggested by a View of the Seat
- and Ruins of a deceased Nobleman ... 183
¥ The Candidate, or the Cambrldge Court-

shlp ................................................ 185

POEMS
Addressed to, and-in Memory of, Mr. Gray.

* Upon his Odes, by David Garrick, Esq. ... 191
Ode on the Backwardness of Spring
* On the Death of Mr. Gray .......o.ooovnin.. 195

~* Another; by Lord Carlisle ...oovvvvvveeeeenn. 199



vi

* Lines to the Memory of Mr. Gray, by Mr.

1\ E: 110 SO RS 204
* Fragment on the Death of Mr. Gray ......... 208
* Stanzas on the same Occasion, by a Lady 213
The Tears of Genius ........ ereverenerenarasin . 215
* Epitaph on his Monument in Westminster
Abbey, by Mr. Mason .....cceeeeveeenenns 223
e ee———

DIRECTIONS TO THE BINDER FOR PLACING
THE ENGRAVINGS.

Head, to face the title.

Ode to Spring, to face page 3.
Apollo, to face page-J3. b
Bard, to face page 34.

Progress of Poesy, to face page 49.
Descent of Odin, to face page 61.
Tophet, to face page 182.



" PREFACE.

THE Poems of Mr. GrAY aré here

presented to the Public in a more ele-
cant style of Typography than they

ever before assumed ; but this, it is

\J true, were a very small advantage, if
unaccompanied by others better entitled
to consideration.

Of Poetry which has incurred the
imputation of being difficult to com-
prehend, 1t seemed not an 1ll-bestowed
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labour to revise and establish the punc-
tuation. The Edition by Mr. Mason,
in Four Volumes, was prmted at a
provincial Press, and its punctuation
is certainly far from accurate; nor can
it be discerned, that much attention
has been paid to this particular by sub-
sequent Editors. To supply this de-
fect, my best judgment and closest

attention have been employed.

It had often occurred to me, that
many persons of hmlted education had
been deterred by imaginary dzj?cultzes
from entering with spirit on the perusal
of Mr. Gray’s Poems; and that much
of this was attributable to the uniform
manner in Wthh all his Stanzas had
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hitherto been printed, however various
in metre ; without any of those inden-
tions which are so agreeable to the
sight, and so properly adapted to the
purpose of anticipating in the Reader’s
mind the change of measure. Through
every edition heretofore published, this
defect (if it be right to call it so) has
been continued. In the present Vo-

lume, however, the irregular lines of
the Odes,. and other alternate verses,
are printed with the indentions alluded
to, and which may be considered at

least as a relief to the eye, if not an

assistance to the understanding.

Prefixed or subjoined to the greater
number of the Poems, is some explana-
tion of the subject or occasion on which
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they were respectively written, or some
observation illustrative of their charac-
ter or tendency.

The Ode for Music, performed at the
Installation of the Duke of Grafton as
Chancellor of the University of Cam-
bridge, is printed (to give the reader
an idea of its musical arrangement)
with the divisions of Air, Recitative,
Chorus, &c. adopted by Dr. Randall,
the Composer.

To The Descent of Odin, and The
Triumphs of Owen, are appended literal
Versions of the original Poems, of which
Mr. Gray’s are imitations *.

¥ See pp. 68, and 72,
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In the Elegy written in a Country
Church-Yard, are inserted, among the
 Notes, some Stanzas originally designed
as a part of the Poem, but omitted by

the Author when he published 1t.

Among the Postrumous PiecEs of
Mr. Gray, i1s the Latin Fragment on
the Gaurus; to which is subjoined (for
the convenience of the mere English

Reader) a Translation that appeared
some years since In a respectable Pe-

riodical Publication, and the execution
of which does great credit to the talents

of the unknown Woriter.

With the same view to the ease of
the unlearned Reader, there are annex-

~ed to the Latin Ode, written wn the Al-
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bum of the Grand Chartreuse, two Imi-
tations, in different measures ; for the
latter of which the Reader is indebted
to the pen of the late William Seward,
Esq. |

Beside the Posthumous Pieces and
Fragments that have been usually pub-
lished as Mr. Gray’s, I have adopted
Six Porwms, hitherto scattered in other
publications, but well known to have
been written by the same Author*,

- Afterthese are inserted several PoEms
AND FRAGMENTS ADDRESSED TO, OR
WRITTEN IN MEMORY oF MRr.GRAY;
only two of which were ever before
collected.

* See pp. 123. 180—185.
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- With respect to the Nortrs, which
it 1s hoped will be found neither super-
abundant nor unsatisfactorily concise,
they include all Mr. Gray’s own illus-
trations, together with remarks selected

from Mr. Mason, Mr. Scott, Dr. John-

son, and several anonymous commen-
tators ; and if these be found to have
been culled with the necessary degree
of judgment and discrimination, it is
humbly presumed, that the occasional
remarks of the Editor will not be found

useless nor impertinent.

It has been the common practice to
print the Annotations, en masse, at the

“end of the Poems; and it is allowed,
that where the former are so extremely
numerous and extensive as to unfit
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them for accompanying the text which
refers to them, that method certainly
becomes expedient. It hashere, how-
ever, been found possible to insert the
notes at the feet of the pages to which
they respectively belong, without en-
cumbering the text in any unsightly
manner. If a reader have either not time
or not inclination to refer to these notes
as he proceeds, he can easily pass them
“over: but if he read with deliberation,
and do not think it time mis-spent to
assist his understanding by a reference
to local or critical explications, these
are certainly referred to at the foot of
the page with more pleasure, because
with less trouble, than by turning on

every trivial occasion to the end of the
book.




XV

- To this SEcoxp Epiriox I have been

enabled to give the advantage of more
accurate arrangement; as well as of
some useful corrections, additions, and
illustrations ; in accomplishing which,
I have been greatly assisted by the kind
suggestions of Isaac Reep, Esq.
whose liberality, I am proud to own,
has on several other literary occasions
made me his debtor.

- By another respected friend (Joux
Nicuors, Esq.) I was favoured with
the Sketch from which the PorTtrAIT
of Mr. Etouvcur has been engraven.
This had long been a desideratum in the
Republic of Letters, havin g hitherto
been confined to the cabinets of the
curious.
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To conclude: It may with great
truth be said, that the present Collec-
tion comprises more poems of Mr.
Gray, and miscellanies concerning him,
than any heretofore published ; and if
the manner in which the whole has

been arranged and digested be found
deserving of public encouragement,
the Editor will be well content to share
the merits of the Volume with a cor-

rect and elegant Printer.

S 7.



SOME ACCOUNT

THE LIFE AND WRITING.S

MR. THOMAS GRAY.

OF a life so sedentary and retired as that passed

by the gentleman whose works are here presented
to the Reader, the incidents can scarcely be ex-

pected to comprise any thing uncommon or re-

markable: yet a Reader, who is pleased with the

- productions of the Poet, very naturally desires to

know something of the man.

The pafents of our Author were respectable
citizens of London. His grandfather had been
a merchant of some eminence; his father, Mr.

- Philip Gray, exercised the trade of a mMoney-scri-
~vener; but, being of a shy and indolent temper,

b
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rather diminished than increased his paternal for-
tune. He had many children, of whom THOMAS,
the subject of this narrative, was the fifth born.

All, except himself, died in their infancy ; and 1t
has been said, that he narrowly escaped suffoca-
tion (owing to too great a fullness of blood, which
destroyed the rest), and would certainly have been
cut off as early, had not his mother, with a cou-
rage remarkable for one of her sex, and especially
for so very tender a parent, ventured to open a
vein with her own hand, which instantly removed

the paroxysm.

According fo Mr. Mason, our Poet was born
in Cornhill, December* 26, 1716, and educated at
Eton school, under the care of Mr. Antrobus, his ‘
maternal uncle, who was at that time assistant to
Dr. George, and alsoa fellow of St. Pg:tér’s Col-
lege, Cambridge, to which place Mr. Gray re-
moved, and was there admitted a pensioner 1n
the year 173 4.

* Dr Johnson, I know not on what authorlty, gues as the date of
Mr. Gray’s birth, November 26, 1710.
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- While at school he had contracted an intimacy

with Mr. Horace Walpole *, and Mr. Rlchard
West t.

The latter of these gentlemen removed from
~ Eton to Christ Church, Oxford, about the same

‘time that Mr. Gray left that place for Cambridge;
- and from this time an epistolary correspondence
was carried on between them.

o Mr. Gray’s first attempt in English verse, as
' Mr. Mason tells us, was a Translation from Sta-
tius}, in May 1736, which is much in the spirited
manner of Dryden.

‘ In Aprl 1738, Mr. West left Christ Church
- . for the Inner Temple, to study the law; and Mr,
L Gray removed from Peterhouse to Town in the
September following, intending also to adopt that

- *The late Earl of Orford.

.
.......

% Son of the Lord Chancellor of Ireland. His maternal grandfather
was the famous Dr. Burnet. |

$ See p. 110.
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proféssion in the same society; for which purpose
his father had already either hired or bought him
2 set of chambers. But on an invitation which
Mr. Walpole gave him to be his companion 1n
his travels, this intention was laid aside fog‘ the

present, and never after put in execution.

With Mr. Walpole ke set out in March 1739.
They wandered through France into Italy; and
his letters, which were published by Mr. Mason,
contain a pleasing account of many parts of their
journey,enlivened with such glowing descriptions
.nd observations as might be naturally expected
- from such a genius on classic ground, and some

highly-finished pieces of Latin poetry composed
on the spot.

During his residence in lItaly, Pope Clement
X11I. died,-~ and the amiable Benedict XIV. was
elected, of whom, in one of Mr. Gray’s letters,
we find the following little speech to the Cardinals
in the Conclave, while they were undetermined
about an election: ¢ Most eminent Lords, here



" XXi

“ are three Bolognese, of different characters, but
““all equally proper for the Popedom. Ifit be
““ your pleasure to pitch upon a saint, there is
“ Cardinal Gotti; if upon a politician, there is

“ Aldrovandi; if upon a booby (coglioni), here am
“I1,” But to return:

“ Unequal friendships,” says Dr. Johnson, * are
easily dissolved.” At Rheggio a disagreement
arose between Gray and Mr. Walpole, originating,
we are told, in the difference of their tempers
(the former curious, pensive, and philosophical;
the latter gay, lively, and, of course, inconside-
rate); but the chief blame of this quarrel Mr.
Walpole, who survived Mr. Gray, generously
took to himself; and it gives us satisfaction to
- say, that a lasting reconciliation took place about
three years after the dispute. The contention,
however, was at the time so sharp between them,

that, like Paul and Barnabas, they departed asunder
 one Jrom the other; and Mr. Gray continued his

journey; in a manner suitable to his small for-

tune, with only an occasional laquais de voyage,
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through Padua, Verona, Milan, Turin, and Lyons,
- going out of his way to make a second visit to the
Grande Chartreuse in Dauphiny, where he en-
riched the Album of the Fathers with an Aicaic
Ode* worthy of the Augustan age, and marked
with all the finest touches of his melancholy muse.
He reached London, September 1, 1741.

On his arrival he found his father’s constitution
almost worn out by the very severe attacks of the
gout, to which he had been for many years sub-
ject: and, indeed, the next return of that disorder
was fatal to him. He died the 6th of November

{following, at the age of 65.

It has been before observed, that Mr. Philip
Gray was of a reserved and indolent temper; he
was also morose, unsocial, and obstinate; defects
which, if not inherent in his disposition, might
probably arise from his bodily complaints. His
indolence had led him to neglect the business of
his profession; and his obstinacy, to build a

~ *See p. 119,
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country-house at Wanstead, without acquainting
either his wife or son with the design (to which

he knew they would be very averse) till it was
executed. This building, which he undertook
late in life, was attended with very considerable
' expence, which might almost be called so much
money thrown away ; for, after his death, it was
found necessary to sell the house for two thou-
sand pounds less than its original cost*. MTr.
Gray, therefore, at this time found his patrimony
so small, that it would by no means enable him

to prosecute the study of the law, without be-
coming burdensome to his Mother and Aunt.
These two sisters had for many years carried on
 atrade separate from that of Mrs. Gray’s hus-
band+; by which having acquired what would
support them decently for the rest of their lives,
they left off business soon after his death, and re-
tired to Stoke, near Windsor, to the house of _

their other Sister, Mrs. Rogers, lately become a

~ * [t was purchased by Mr. Alderman Bull
+ They kept a kind of India warehouse on Cornhill, under the joint
names of Gray and Antrobus.
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widow. Both of them wished Mr. Gray to fol-
low the profession for which he had been origi-
nally intended, and would undoubtedly have con-
tributed all in their power to enable him to do 1t
with ease and conveniency, He, however, though
he had taken his resolution of declining it, was
too delicate to hurt two persons for whom he had
so tender an affection, by peremptorily declar-
ing his real intentions; he therefore changed, or
pretended to change, the line of that study; and,
accordingly, the latter end of the subsequent year
he went to Cambridge to take his Bachelor’s De-
gree 1n Civil Law,

The narrowness of his circumstances, however,
was not the only thing that distressed him at this
period. He had, as we have seen, lost the friend-

ship of Mr. Walpole abroad. He had also lost

much time in his travels; a loss which application
could not easily retrieve, when so severe and la-
borious a study as that of the Common Law was
to be the object of it; and he well knew that,
whatever improvement he might have made in
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this interval, either in taste or science, such im-
provement would stand him in little stead with
‘regard to his present situation and exigencies.
Yet this was not all: His other friend, Mr. West,
~ he found, on his return, oppressed by sickness
and a load of family misfortunes. These the sym-
pathizing heart of Mr. Gray made his own. He
~did all in his power (for he was now with him in
“London) to soothe the sorrows of his friend, and
to try to alleviate them by every office of the
- purest and most perfect affection: But his cares
were vain. Ihe distresses of Mr. West’s mind
had already too far affected a body, from the first,
weak and delicate, His health declined daily;
he, therefore, left town in March 1742, and, for
“the benefit of the air, went to David Mitchell’s,
Esq. at Pope’s, near Hathield, Hertfordshire; at
whose house he died the 1st of June following.'

In this'year Mr. Gray seems fo have applied
himself seriously to Poetry; for he produced his
Ode to Spring™®, his Prospect of Eton Colleget, and

*- See p- 3- + See P' IO!
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his Ode to Adversity*. He began likewise a Latin
Poem De Principiis Cogitandi+t, and a tragedy on
the subject of Nero and Agrippinai.

It may be collected from the narrative of Mr.
Mason, that Gray’s prime ambition was to have
excelled in Latin Poetry; and Dr. Johnson ex-

presses a wish that he had prosecuted that de-
s1gn.

He now lived only at Peterhouse, where he
cultivated his mind, and enlarged his views, with-
out any other purpose thanof improving andamus-
ing himself, when Mr, Mason, being elected a
Fellow of Pembroke Hall, brought him a compa-
nop, who was afterwards to be his Editor.

Of Mr. Mason’s acquaintance with Mr. Gray
the former gentleman gives us an account, from
which we extract the following passage: It was

““ not till about the year 1747 that I had the hap-

* See p. 17. } See p. 138. 1 See p. 150,



XXVil

““ piness of being introduced to the acquaintance
““ of Mr. Gray. Some very juvenile imitations
‘“ of Milton’s juvenile poems, which I had written
‘“a year or two hefore (and of which the Monody
““on Mr. Pope’s death was the principal®), he

‘“ then, at the request of one of my friends, was
4 50 obliging as to revise. The same year, on
““ account of a dispute which had happened be-
« tween the masters and fellows of Pembroke
¢ Hall, I had the honour of being nominated by
““ the Fellows to fill one of the vacant Fellow-
‘“ ships+. I was at this time scholar of St. John’s
““ College, and Batchelor of Arts, personally un-
‘““ known to the gentlemen who favoured me so
‘“ highly; therefore, that they gave me this mark
““ of distinction and preference was greatly owing

¢¢ * The other two were in imitation of ¢ 1’Allegro & il Penseroso,’
¢« and intitled, ¢ 1l Bellicoso & il Pacifico.” The latter of these I was
¢« persuaded to revise and publish in the Cambridge Collection of
¢ Verses on the Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, 1748. The former has since
¢ oot into a Miscellany printed by G. Pearch, from the indiscretion, I
¢ suppose, of some acquaintance who had a copy of 1t,”

- ¢ 4+ Though nominated in 1747, I was not elected Fellow till Fe-
¢ bruarv, 1749. The Master refused his assent, claiming a negative ;
¢ the affair was therefore not compromised till after an 1neflectual liti-
¢ gation of two years.”
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* to Mr. Gray, who was well acquainted with se-
““ veral of that society, and to Dr. Heberden.”

From the winter of 1742, to the day of his
death, Mr. Gray’s principal residence was at
Cambridge. He indeed, during the lives of his
mother and aunts, spent his summer vacation at
Stoke; and, after they died, he made Little tours
on visits to his friends in different parts of the
country: But he was seldom absent from college
any considerable time, except between the years
1759 and 1762; when, on the opening of the
British Museum, he took lodgings in Southamp-
ton-Row, in order to have recourse to the Har-
leian and other Manuscripts there deposited, from

which he made several curious extracts ™

It may seem strange, that a person who had
conceived an carly dislike to Cambridge, and who

was now returned to it with this prejudice rather

* These, amounting in all to a tolerably-sized folio, passed into Mr,
Wa]pole’s hands, who printed the Speech of Sir Thomas Wyatt from
them in the second number of his Miscellancous Antiquities. --
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angmented, should, when he was free to choose,
make that very place his principal abode for near
~ thirty years: But this Mr. Mason thinks may be
easily accounted for from his love of books, (ever
his ruling passion) and the straitness of his circum-
stances, which prevented the gratification of it ;
for to a man who could not conveniently purchase
even a small library, what situation so eligible as
‘that which affords free access to a number of
large ones? This reason also accounts for another
singular fact. During his residence at Stoke, in
the spring and summer of the year 1742, he wrote
a considerable part of his more finished poems.
Hence one would be naturally led to conclude,
that on his return to Cambridge, when the cere-
mony of taking his degree was over, the quiet of
the pléce would have prompted him to ‘continue
the cultivation of his poetical talents, and that im _
mediately, as the Muse seems in this year to have.
peculiarly inspired him; but this was not the case.
Reading, he has often declared, was much more
agreeable to him than writing: He, therefore, now
laid aside composition almost entirely, and ap-.
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plied himself with intense assiduity to the study of
the best Greek authors; insomuch that, in the
space of about six years, there were hardly any
writers of note in that language which he had not
only read but digested ; remarking, by the mode
of common-place, their contents, their difficult
and corrupt passages; and all this with the ac-
curacy of a critic added to the diligence of a

student.

N

Intheretirement of Peterhouse, Mr. Gray wrote,

importance, On Education and Governmentt, of
which the fragments that remain contaln some
exquisite lines. His next production (17 50) was
his far-famed Elegy in a Country Church Yard?,
which was first communicated to Mr. Walpole,
and passed from him into the hands of several
persons of distinction§. After having for some

* See p. 7. 4 See p. 168. + See p. 88.

3 This brought him acquainted with Lady Cobham, and furnished an
occasion for his Long Story.
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time been privately transmitted from one hand to

another, it at length found its way to the public
eye in “ The Magazine of Magazines.” This
disreputable mode of appearance subjected the
author to the necessity of exhibiting it under a less
disadvantageousform; and Mr. Bentley soon after,
wishing to supply every ornament that his pencil
could contribute, drew not only for it, but also
for the rest of Mr. Gray’s productions, a set of
designs, which were repaid by the Poet with some
beautiful Stanzas, of which, however, only a frag-

ment remains *.

. In March 1753, Mr. Gray lost that mother for
whom, on all occasions, he showed a most tender
regard.

She was buried in the same vault in Stoke
Church-yard, where her sister’s remains had been
deposited more than three years before. As the

inscription on the tombstone (at least the latter

* See p. I78.
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part of it) is undoubtedly of Mr. Gray’s writing,
it would here claim a place, even if it had not a
peculiar pathos to recommend it, and, at the same
time, a true inscriptive simplicity. |

IN THE VAULT BENEATH ARE DEPOSITED,
IN HOPE OF A JOYFUL RESURRECTION,

THE REMAINS OF

MARY ANTROBUS.

SHE DIED, UNMARRIED, NOV. V. MDCCXLIX.

AGED LXVI.

IN THE SAME PIOUS CONFIDENCE;
BESIDE HER FRIEND AND SISTER,

HERE SLEEP THE REMAINS OF
DOROTHY GRAY, wipow,

THE CAREFUL TENDER MOTHER
OF MANY CHILDREN, ONE OF WHOM ALONE

HAD THE MISFORTUNE TO SURVIVE HER.
SHE DIED MARCH XI. MDCCLIII.
AGED LXVII.
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- About three years afterward (1756) some young
men of the College, whose chambers were near
Mr. Gray’s, diverted themselves with disturbing

him by frequent and troublesome noises, and, as

1s said, by pranks yet more offensive and con-
‘ temptuous. This insolence, having endured it a
while, he represented to the governors of the so-
ciety; but, finding his complaint little attended
to, he, with becoming spirit, removed himself

to Pembroke Hall.

In 1757, he published The Progress of Poesy*,
and The Bard+, which have occasioned some sar-
castic observations from the pen of Dr. Johnson,
who calls them, ¢ two compositions at which the
“ readers of poetry were at first content to gaze
“In mute amazement. Some that tried them
“Jgonfessed their inability to understand them,
~ ““ though Warburton said that they were under-
““ stood as well as the works of Milton and Shake-
" speare, which it is the fashion to admire. Gar-

* See p. 20. + See p. 32,
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« rick wrote a few lines in their praise®. Some
‘“ hardy champlons undertook to’ rescue them
 from neglect; and in a short time many were
‘“ content to be shown beauties which they could

“¢ not see

From this splenetic effusion I turn with pleasure
to the more just remarks of Mr. Gilbert Wake-

field, who says of Mr. Gray < Pindaric Odes, that

¢ They have a much greater resemblance to the

¢« Odes of the Theban bard than any thing of the
¢ kind in our own, and probably 1n any other

““ language. Wildness of thought and irregularity
¢« of verse, had usually been esteemed the only
““ way to resemble Pindar. The characteristic
«« excellencies of Pindar’s poetry arc, sublimity
“ of conceptlon,boldness of metaphor, dignity of
« stile, rapidity of composition,and magnificence
« of phraseology.. If a fair judgment can be

«« formed upon those few specimens which the

* These are inserted in p. 191 of this Volume.
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** desolations of time have spared, in grandeur of
~““ 1magery and'regularity of thought, he is sur-
L pdssed by Mr. Gray.—These sublime and ela-

“ borate productions of genius chastised by learn-
- *“ing, and of learning Invigorated by gemus, are
L ﬁ‘om their nature by no means calculated to

please the generality of readers, especially upon

* aslight acquaintance.—That spirit of lyrical in-
"‘ spiration which they breathe ; that divine glow
“ of pathos, which at the same time melts and in-
- “ flames the reader, cannot operate with their full
““ effect, but on a congenial soul, attuned to the
““ bold vibrations of enthusiastic poesy.—He who
““ can continue amidst the blaze of splendour that
- * bursts around him, amidst the torrent of sub-
““ imity that pours along, sedately speculating

“ upon petty blemishes, is certainly a stranger to
““ those sensations which animated Pindar and

““ Mr. Gray.”

A vacancy in the office of Poet Laureate was
in 1757 occasioned by the death of Colley Cibber.
The Duke of Devonshire, being at that time



2XXV1

Chamberlain, made a polite ofter of it to Mr.
Gray, through the medium of Lord John Caven-
dish, his brother ; but, whether on account of the
disgrace that had been brought upon that othce by
the profligacy and inability of some who had filled

it, or for what other reason we cannot now dis-
cover, Mr. Gray declined it, and 1t was conferred

on Mr. Whitehead.

Our poet’s life was now chicfly devoted to lite-
rary pursuits, and the cultivation of friendship.
It is obvious, from the testimony of his letters, that
he was indefatigable inthe former, and that he was
always ready to perform kind offices in the latter.
Sir William Williams, anaccomplished and gallant
young ofhcer, having been killed at Belleisle, his
triend Mr. Frederic Montagu proposed to erect a
monument over him, and with this view requested
Mr. Gray to furnish the epitaph. Hus slight ac-
quaintance with Sir William would have been a

sufficient reason for declining the task; but the

friendliness of Mr. Montagu’s disposition, and the
sincerity of affliction with which he was affected,



XXXVII

wrought so powerfully upon Mr. Gray, that he
could not refuse him, though he was by no means
able to satisfy himself with the verses he wrote ¥,

toask of Lord Bute the succession. His applica-
tion however failed, the office having been pro-

mised to Lady Lowther for the tutor of Sir
James. |

In 1765, Mr. Gray, ever attached to the beagties
of nature as well as to the love of antiquities, un-
dertook a journey to Scotland for the purpose of
gratifying his curiosity and taste. During his stay
in that country Dr. Beattie found the means of
engaging his notice and friendship. Through the
intervention of this gentleman the Marischal Col-
lege of Aberdeen had requested to know if the

* See p. 176,
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degree of Doctor of Laws would be acceptable to
Gray; but this mark of their attention he civilly

declined.

In December 1767, Dr. Beattie, still desirous
that his country should afford some testimony of
its regard to the merit of our poet, solicited his
permission to print at the University press of
Glasgow an elegant edition of his works ; Dodsley
had before asked the like favour, and Mr. Gray,
unwilling to refuse, gratified both with a copy
containing a few notes and the imitations of the
old Norwegian poetry, intended to supplant the
Long Story, which was printed at first only to
illustrate Mr. Bentley’s designs. |

The death of Mr. Brocket, in the July following,
left another opening to the professorship which he

had before unsuccessfully sought. Lord Bute
however was not in office, and the Duke of Graf-

ton, to preclude a request, within two days of

the vacancy appointed Mr. Gray.



NXKIX

Cambridge before had been his residence from
choice ; 1t now became so from obligation, and
the greater part of his time there was filled up by
his old engagements or diverted to new ones. It
has been suggested, that he once embraced the _1
project of republishing Strabo; and there are rea-
sons to believe that he meant it, asthe many geo- '
graphical disquisitions he left behind him appear to
have been too minute for the gratification of ge-
neral inquiry. The like observation may be trans-
ferred to Plato and the Greek Anthologia, as he
had taken uncommon pains with both, and left a
MS of the latter fit for the press. His design of
favouring the public with the history of English
poetry may be spoken of with more certainty, as
in this he had not only engaged with Mr. Mason as
a colleague, but actually paraphrased the Norse
and Welch poems inserted 1n his Works for spe-
cimens of the wild spirit which animated the bards
of ancient days. The extensive compass, how-
ever, of the subject, and the knowledge that it
was also in the hands of Mr. Warton,induced him
to relinquish what he had thus successfully begun.
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Nor did his love for the antiquities of hiscountry
confine his researches to its poetry alone: the
structures of our ancestors and their various 1m-

provements, particularly engaged his attention.

Of heraldry, its correlative science, he possessed
the entire knowledge. But of the various pur-
suits which employed his studies for the last ten
years of his life, none were so acceptable as
those which explained the economy of Nature.

For botany he acquired a taste of his uncle when
young: and the exercise which, for the sake of

improvement in this branch of the science, he
‘nduced himself to take, contributed not a little
to the preservation of his health. How consi-
derable his improvements in it were, those only
can tell who have seen his additions to Hudson,
and bis notes on Linnzus. While confined to
zoology, he successfully applied his discoveries to
llustrate Aristotle and others of the Ancients.

From engagements of this kind Mr. Gray’s
attention was neither often nor long diverted.

Excepting the time he gave up to experiments on
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flowers, for the purpose of investigating the pro-
cess of vegetation, (which can scarcely be called a
relaxation from his stated employment) his only
amusement was music ; nor was his acquaintance:
with this art less than with others of much more
importance. His skill was acquired from the

productions of the best composers, out of whose

works, when in Italy, he had made a selection.

Vocal music he chiefly preferred. The harp-
sichord was his favourite ins.trument; but though
far from remarkable for a finished execution, yet
he accommodated his voice so judiciously to his
playing as to give an auditor considerable pleasure,
His judgment in statuary and painting was ex-
quisite, and formed from an almost instinctive
perception of those graces beyond the reach of

art in which the divine works of the oreat masters
abound. '

As 1t was through the unsolicited favour of the
Duke of Grafton that Mr. Gray was enabled to

follow the bent of his own inclination in the choice

of his studies, we shall not be surprised to find,
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that on his Grace’s being elected Chancellor ot
the University, Mr. Gray, unasked, took upon
him to write those verses which are usually set to
music on this occasion® ; and whatever the sar-
castic Junius (notwithstanding his handsome com-
pliment to the poet) might pretend, this was the
offering of no venal Muse. The ode in 1ts struc-
ture is dramatic, and it contains nothing of the
complimentary kind which 1s not entirely suited

to the characters employed.i

Not long after the bustle of the installation was

over, Mr. Gray made an excursion to the seques-
tered lakes of Westmoreland and Cumberland.
The impressions he there received from the won-
derful scenery that everywhere surrounded him
he transmitted to his friend Dr. Warton, in epis-

tolary journals, with all the wildness of Salvator

and the softness of Claude. Writing, in May 1771,
to the same friend, he complains of a violent
cough which had troubled him for three months,

* See p. 49.
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and which he called incurable, adding, that till this
year he never knew what (mechanical) low spirits
were. One circumstance that without doubt con-
“tributed to the latter complaint, was the anxiety he
felt from holding as a sinecure an office the duties
of which he thought himselt bound to perform.
The object of his professorship being two-fold,
and the patent allowing him to effect one of its
designs by deputy, it is understood that he liberally
rewarded for that purpose the teachers in the Uni-
versity of Italian and French. The other parthe
himself prepared to execute; but though the pro-
fessorship was instituted in 1724, none of his pre-
decessors had furnished a plan. Embarrassed by
thisand other difficulties, and retarded by1ll health,
the undertaking at length became so irksome, that

he seriously proposed to relinquish the chair.

Towards the close of May he removed from
Cambridge to town, after having suffered from
flying attacks of an hereditary gout, to which he

had long been subject, and from which a life of
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singuiar temperance could not protect him. In
London his indisposition having increased, the
physician advised him to change his lodgings in
Jermyn-street for others at Kensington. This
change was of so much benefit, that he was soon
enabled to return to Cambridge, whence he me-
ditated a journey to his friend Dr. Warton, which
he hoped might re-establish his health; but his in-
tentions and hopes were delusive. On the 24th
of July, 1771, a violent sickness came on him
while at dinner in the College-hall ; the gout had
fixed on his stomach, and resisted all the power of
medicine. On the 29th he was seized by a strong
convulsion, which the next day returned with ad-
ditional force, and the evening after he expired.
At the first seizure he was aware of his danger ;
and though sensible at intervals almost to the last,
he betrayed no dread of the terrors of death.

To the foregoing sketch of the Life of Mr.
Gray I shall annex a delineation of his Cha-

racter, which appeared originally in ¢ The Lon-
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‘““ don Magazine” for March 1772, and is said by
Dr. Johnson to have been written by the Rev.
Mr. Temple, rector of St. Gluvias in Cornwall*

‘“ Perhaps he was the most leained man in Eu-
rope. He was equally acquainted with the elegant
and profound parts of science, and that not super-
ficially but thoroughly. He knew every branch
of history, both natural and civil ; and read all
the original historians of England, France, and
Italy ; and was a great antiquarian. Criticism,
metaphysics, morals, and politics, made a principal
part of nis plan of study; voyages and travels of
all sorts were his favourite amusement: and he
had a fine taste in painting, prints, architecture,
and gardeningt+. With such a fund of know-
ledge, his conversation must have been cqually

instructing and entertaining ; but he was also a

good man, a well-bred man, a man of virtue and

* In the London Magazine for May 1775, and the Gentleman’s Maga-
zine for June 1775, he is styled rector of Mamhead in Devonshire.

+ He disclaimed any skill in this art, and usually held it in less esti-
mation than I think it deserves, declaring himself to be only charmed
with the bolder features of unadorned nature.~—Mason.
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humanity. There 1s no character without some
imperfection; and I think the greatest defect 1n
his was an affectation in delicacy, or rather effe-
minacy ¥, and a visible fastidiousness, or contempt
and disdain of his inferiors in science. He also
had in some degree that weakness which disgusted

Voltaire so much in Mr. Congreve t: though he

seemed to value others, chiefly according to the

progress they had -made in knowledge?, yet he

* Thisis rightly put; it was rather an affectation in delicacy and

effeminacy than the things themselves ; and he chose to put on this
appearance chiefly before persons whom he did not wish to please.-—

Mason.

4 T have often thought that Mr. Congreve might very well be vindi-
cated on this head. It seldom happens that the vanity of authorship
continues to the end of a man’s days; it usually soon leaves him where
it found him ; and if he has not something better to build his self-ap-
probation upon than that of being a popular writer, he generally finds
himself ill at ease, if respected only on that account. Mr. Congreve
was much advanced in years when the young French poet paid him this
visit; and, though a man of the world, he might now feel that indiffe-
rence to literary fame which Mr Gray, who always led a more retired
and philosophic life, certainly felt much earhier. Both of them there.
fore might reasonably, at times, eXpress some disgust, if their quiet was
intruded upon by persons who thought they flattered them by such In-

trusion. - ason.

+ [t was not on account of their knowledge that he valued mankind.

He contemned indeed all pretenders to literature, but he did not select
" his friends fiom the literary class merely because they were literate.
To be his friend it was always either necessary that a man should have

something better than an improved understanding, or at least that Mr.
Gray should believe-he had.——-Alason.
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could not bear to be considered himself merely as
a man of letters: and though without birth, or
fortune, or station, his desire was to be looked
upon as a private independent gentleman, who
read for his amusement. Perhaps, it may be said,
What signifies so much knowledge, when 1t pro-
duced solittle? Isit worth taking so much pains
to leave no memorial but a few poems? But let
it be considered, that Mr. Gray was to others, at
least, innocently employed ; to himself, certainly
beneficially. His time passed agreeably ; he was
every day making some new acquisition in science s
his mind was enlarged, his heart softened, his
virtue strengthened; the world and mankind were
shewn to him without a mask; and he was taught
to consider every thing as trifling, and unworthy
the attention of a wise man, except the pursuit

of knowledge, and the practice of virtue, in that
state wherein God hath placed us.”

Dr. Johnson’s general opinion of Mr. Gray is
expressed in the following terms: ¢ What has






